IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
AVILLA, INDIANA
GOD WITH US
Volume LXXXI
897-2071
Number 18
May 2
9:30 AM
2021
Pastor: Rev. Patrick Kuhlman
Seminarian: Mark Zieroth, Gabriel Strawn
Chancel Society: Elizabeth Pfafman
Website: www.immanuellutheranavilla.com
Email: imavilla@embarqmail.com
For counseling needs contact Pastor Kuhlman for referral to Cross
Connections. www.crossconnectionscounseling.com
ORGAN PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELL
DIVINE SERVICE – SETTING ONE – PAGE 151
HYMN – No. 475 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing
1 Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing!
Now is the triumph of our King!
To all the world glad news we bring:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
2

The Lord of life is ris’n this day;
Bring flow’rs of song to strew His way;
Let all the world rejoice and say:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3

Praise we in songs of victory
That love, that life which cannot die,
And sing with hearts uplifted high:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4

Your name we bless, O risen Lord,
And sing today with one accord
The life laid down, the life restored:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: © 1958, renewed 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd., admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001553

INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die
for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.
May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it
to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.

INTROIT – Psalm 145:1-2, 8, 10, 21; antiphon: John 16:16
P: A little while, and you will see me no longer;
C: and again a little while, and you will see me.
P: I will extol you, my God and King,
C: and bless your name forever and ever.
P: Every day I will bless you
C: and praise your name forever and ever.
P: The LORD is gracious and merciful,
C: slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
P: All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,
C: and all your saints shall bless you!
P: My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD,
C: and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
C: and to the Holy Spirit;
P: as it was in the beginning,
C: is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: A little while, and you will see me no longer
C: and again a little while, and you will see me.
KYRIE
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE - This Is the Feast

COLLECT OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Let us pray
C: O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one
will. Grant that we may love what You have commanded
and desire what You promise, that among the many
changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true
joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

First Reading – Acts 8:26-40
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward
the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.”
This is a desert place. And he rose and went. And there was an
Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come
to Jerusalem to worship and was returning, seated in his chariot,
and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. And the Spirit said to
Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” So Philip ran to him and
heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you
understand what you are reading?” And he said, “How can I,
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up

and sit with him. Now the passage of the Scripture that he was
reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” Then
Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he
told him the good news about Jesus. And as they were going
along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said,
“See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?”
And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down
into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. And
when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went
on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as
he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until
he came to Caesarea.
P:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle – 1 John 4:1-11
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to
see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have
gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God:
every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh
is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not
from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard
was coming and now is in the world already. Little children, you
are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is
greater than he who is in the world. They are from the world;
therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to

them. We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us;
whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know
the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone
who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In
this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent
his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In
this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so
loved us, we also ought to love one another.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
ALLELUIA

Holy Gospel – John 15:1-8
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the
fifteenth chapter.

[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the
vinedresser. Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he
takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that
it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the
word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are
the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If
anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father
is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my
disciples.”
P:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

HYMN – 691 Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing
1 Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing,
May we ripen and increase,
Fruit to life eternal growing,
Rich in love and joy and peace.
2

Laden branches freely bearing
Gifts the Giver loves to bless;
Here is fruit that grows by sharing,
Patience, kindness, gentleness.

3

Rooted deep in Christ our Master,
Christ our pattern and our goal,
Teach us, as the years fly faster,
Goodness, faith, and self-control.

4

Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s tending,
May we grow till harvests cease;
Till we taste, in life unending,
Heaven’s love and joy and peace.

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001553

SERMON
Text: John 15:1-8
Theme: Vine Connections

APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and
for all people according to their needs.
(there is a time for silent prayer)
After each petition
P: Lord, in Your mercy
C: hear our prayer
At the conclusion of the prayer:
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR THE WORD
P: Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scripture to be
written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read,
mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and
comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you
with favor and give you peace.

HYMN – 919 Abide, O Dearest Jesus
1 Abide, O dearest Jesus,
Among us with Your grace
That Satan may not harm us
Nor we to sin give place.
2

Abide, O dear Redeemer,
Among us with Your Word,
And thus now and hereafter
True peace and joy afford.

3

Abide with heav’nly brightness
Among us, precious Light;
Your truth direct and keep us
From error’s gloomy night.

4

Abide with richest blessings
Among us, bounteous Lord;
Let us in grace and wisdom
Grow daily through Your Word.

5

Abide with Your protection
Among us, Lord, our strength,
Lest world and Satan fell us
And overcome at length.

6

Abide, O faithful Savior,
Among us with Your love;
Grant steadfastness and help us
To reach our home above.

Text: Public domain
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************************************************
WELCOME - We welcome all worshippers to our services at
Immanuel this week. As God comes to us in Word and in
Sacrament may we experience His love and His power in the
singing of praise and the living of our lives to His glory.
VISITORS - Welcome all visitors this week. Be sure to pick up a
visitor packet from an usher or from our Information Rack in the
east entrance.
SERVICE ENLARGEMENTS, LARGE PRINT HYMNS &
ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES - are now available for the
service each week. It will include the service, hymns, and the
insert of readings. They will be available at both entrances next to
the bulletins. Please return them after the service.
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY TOTES - are available at both
entrances for children age kindergarten and younger. Please return
them after the service.
NURSERY - Exit the southeast door, the nursery is the third door
at the bottom of the stairs. The first door is the lounge where you
may listen to the service on the speaker.

CHURCH OFFICE - If you need to meet, speak, or make an
appointment with the Church Secretary the office is open on
Monday and Wednesday. If you need to meet or speak to Pastor
Kuhlman you can always reach him on his cell and at his home.
Please note that the church will be locked at all times unless
two people are present.
CATECHISM AND ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL is at 8:30AM
in the Sanctuary.
CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL is at 8:30AM in the
Fellowship Hall.
FLOWERS - The flowers on the altar today are given to the glory
of God by Billie Gienger in memory of her husband, Richard.
MEETINGS AND EVENTS THIS WEEK: Monday, Elders
6PM, Trustees 6:30PM, Church Council 7PM. Wednesday, Bible
Study 10AM
DEACONS MEETING today following morning worship!
MAY NEWSLETTER is in your mailbox! Save a stamp and
pick yours up today!
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be June 21st – 25th. You
will find a registration form in this weeks bulletin. Please
share it with a family or neighbor with a child who may be
interested in bringing their child. They are in need of about 30
flattened cereal boxes. Please leave them on the card table by the
stairway to the downstairs Sunday school rooms. Thank you for
your help.
BIBLE STUDY is this Wednesday, May 5th at 10:00AM. We will
be studying Acts:10:34-48, 1 John 5:1-8, John 15:9-17.
AVILLA FOOD PANTRY - Please don’t forget the needy people
in our community. You may place your food donations in the box
in the east entrance.

BULLETIN BOARD - Cross Connection; Worship for Shut-Ins;
PRAYER LIST- Prayer for the sick & recovering: Judy
McKinley, Dan Phares, Nash Devoe, Mark Leiter, Tiffany
Lawson, Don Norden, Marie Heller, Jim Petrie, Susan Bremer,
Glee Norden, young relative of a church member who is suffering
mentally and parents who need wisdom and comfort.
WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS are now on our website.
The announcements in the bulletin each week can be seen on our
website under Blog and then correct month.
INFORMATION RACK- last week’s bulletin; extra May
Newsletters; Visitors Packet; April - June 2021 Portals of Prayer;
Lutheran Witness; Cross Connection; Thrivent Dollars
information; Lutherans for Life.
LAST WEEK’S STATISTICS:
Worship Attendance – Sunday – 63 + Jesus,
God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7
WORSHIP SERVICE NEXT WEEK: Sunday: Children and
Adult Sunday School 8:30AM, Morning Worship 9:30AM
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY – May the light in your life always
point heavenward.

